Middle East increased, first abroad and then on U.S. soil. The 9/11 attacks, in turn, were linked to the chain of events that led to the U.S. invasion and occupation of Iraq, which in turn spawned a new wave of terrorist attacks directed at the United States, its protégés in Iraq, and its allies in the Middle East and elsewhere.
The JDL launched a few attacks after 1985. 1 The end of the cold war and the breakup of the Soviet Union, however, meant that Soviet Jews were now free to migrate to other parts of the world, and this event led to the elimination of one of the causes for the violence. Terrorism from the left in the United States had also largely disappeared by the early 1980s, although leftist groups in parts of Europe lasted somewhat longer. Eventually, the fall of communist regimes in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union ended what little appeal the leftwing groups had for potential recruits. The leftist rhetoric of some groups became less relevant with the demise of communism and the exposure of the reality of the Soviet paradise that had been held up as a model. Violence associated with black extremists or nationalists also virtually disappeared. The situation for black Americans had improved, although full racial equality was yet to be achieved. Black Americans now had more readily available legal remedies for dealing with discrimination. While racism in the United States had not disappeared, illegal actions resulting from racism were more likely to be prosecuted by authorities; consequently, black nationalist groups held somewhat less appeal. Though violence from this source did not totally disappear, terrorist attacks were certainly rarer.
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While some groups faded from the scene, the Puerto Rican groups continued to operate and launch attacks. Launching the attacks from Puerto Rico rather than from the mainland increasingly became the trend.
3 The Puerto Rican nationalists have even found allies recently in a number of environmental groups. The U.S. military has long used a gunnery range on Vieques Island off the eastern coast of Puerto Rico. The nationalists have protested the use of their land (rather than land on the U.S. mainland) for this kind of activity, which they saw as exploitation by the colonial power. The environmental groups have been concerned about the resulting ecological damage to the island. This tactical alliance has generated additional publicity for the nationalists. While there has been little change in official attitudes, the links with the environmental groups could provide some useful cover and support for the nationalist groups. Though the nationalist groups are no closer to their ideal of independence, the U.S. government has not totally discounted the threat that these violent dissidents represent.
